Errors to Avoid in Your Thinking
Ad hominem arguments: this is where you change the focus of the argument by attacking the person or organization making it rather than looking at the merits of the argument itself.  Example:  “Sure, Ayn Rand talked about how morality should be based on reason, but she was an immoral person.” Example: “Why should I listen to you talk about how to treat the elderly; you’re just a teenager.” Example: “Civil Rights, pfft! Martin Luther King had marital affairs.”
Begging the Question: this means to claim as a premise the very thing that you intend to prove.  Example:  “Judaism is God’s true religion; it says so in the Old Testament.” Example: “Mormonism is the truth revealed by Jesus after he visited North America; it says so here in the Book of Mormon.”

Contradictory premises: when the question or statement assumes two premises that can’t exist at the same time. Example:  “What happens when an irresistible force meets an immovable object?” There can’t be such a thing as an irresistible force and an immovable object at the same time.  Example: “God can do anything.” Can God create something too heavy for him to lift?

Equivocation: reliance on two meanings of the same word to reach a conclusion.  Example:  “We can never stop war, since even in families there are sometimes wars.” The meaning of war is different in both parts of the sentence.

 Fallacy of Composition: the idea that what is true for one is true for all. Example: “If a farmer grows more, he can make more money. Therefore if every farmer grows more, they’ll all make more money.”

False Analogy: the claim that two things that are alike in some ways must be alike in all ways. Example: “The universe is like an intricate watch. A watch must have been designed by a watchmaker. Therefore, the universe must have been designed by some kind of creator.” While the universe may be like a watch in that it is intricate, this does not in itself justify the assumption that watches and the universe have similar origins.
Either/Or Fallacy (False Dilemma): the idea that there are only two choices, when in reality there are other options. Example: “America, love it or leave it.” Example: “You’re either with us or you’re with the terrorists.” Example: “Live free, or die.”
Follow the Crowd: the idea that the majority are always right. Example: “Eighty-five percent of Americans supported the War in Afghanistan, so it must be a justified war.” Example: “The President has an approval rating of 65%, so he must be doing a good job.”

Follow the Leader: the idea that authorities are more right. Example: “Well, the President thinks we should do it, and that’s good enough for me.” 

Appeal to False Authority:  accepting an idea because someone you like accepts it, whether or not that person has the authority to know. Example: “Martin Sheen is against the war and he plays the President on TV so I'm with him.”

Hand waving: claiming something is true or false because everyone knows so. Example: “Everyone knows that income inequality has been widening dramatically in the past three decades.” It may in fact be true, but without data to support the assertion, we can’t accept it. Example: “All the major branches of the intelligence community agree that Saddam Hussein has weapons of mass destruction. Need I say more?”

Hasty Generalization (Stereotyping): making an assumption about an entire group based on a single example or small sample. Example: “Mexicans are bad drivers.”  Example: “Jews know how to make money.”

Inconsistency: a self-contradictory statement. Example: “All Americans should be forced to fight for freedom.” Example: “The Constitution is perfect and should never be amended.” [if the desire exists to amend it, then it’s clearly not perfect]

Appeal to Ignorance: the argument that a claim is true or false because we have no evidence proving otherwise. Example: “There’s no proof that God doesn’t exist, therefore he must exist.”

Argument By Laziness (Argument By Uninformed Opinion):  the arguer hasn't bothered to learn anything about the topic. He nevertheless has an opinion, and will be insulted if his opinion is not treated with respect.

Oversimplification: not taking into consideration information that is important to the argument. Example:  “Freedom isn’t Free” bumper stickers. 

Post hoc, ergo propter hoc [“after this, therefore because of this”]: the idea that A came before B therefore A must have caused B, or correlation = causation. Example: “The Soviet Union fell apart when Ronald Reagan became President, therefore Ronald Reagan brought down the Soviet Union.” Example: “The fact that the Bush administration has sold the rights to clean up the oil fields in Iraq to Halliburton proves that the war was about oil after all.”
Red herring:  a decoy, an idea that is tossed into the argument to lead the line of reasoning in an irrelevant direction (from the practice of dragging a herring across a trail to throw off the scent in a hunt). Example: “We haven't yet found any weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, but Iran is clearly a growing problem, don't you think?”

Slippery Slope fallacy: the idea that because of small steps in one direction, a final unwanted outcome will necessarily result. There are no degrees in between; once we start down the slope, there’s no stopping.  Example: “If we establish restrictions on the ownership of handguns, eventually Americans won’t be able to own guns at all.”

Straw Man fallacy: misrepresent or fake an opponent’s ideas. Attack and defeat those ideas and therefore discredit the opponent. Example:  “Some in Washington believe that the country is headed in the wrong direction, but I disagree.”  “One Hundred Seventy-seven of the opposition party said that ‘We don’t think we should be listening to the conversations of terrorists.’” “If you listen to the leaders of the Democratic party, it sounds like they think that the best way to defend America is to wait until we’re attacked again.”
Two Wrongs make a Right: the idea that someone had done wrong justifies further wrongdoing. Example: “Terrorists attacked the United States, therefore it’s okay for Americans to bomb Afghanistan.” Example: “Terrorists kill people, therefore it is justified to torture terrorists to get information.”

