Early Judaism/Christianity Timeline
	3rd century B.C.E.
	Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) translated into Greek; known as the Septuagint version, it is the oldest known translation.


	c.4 B.C.E.
	purported birth of Jesus (exact dates for Jesus are unknown)

	c.29 C.E.
	purported crucifixion of Jesus

	70-120 C.E.
	Period of the writing of the numerous gospels associated with the teachings of Jesus including the Gospel of Thomas and other gospels found at Nag Hammadi. 

	1st Century
	Masoretes, a Jewish group, begin compiling a new Hebrew canon of scripture; completed by the 9th century, and known as the Masoretic Text, it is the official Hebrew bible

	130 C.E.
	Oldest known fragment of a Gospel (John 18:38). Other fragments are from 50-100 years later. There is no existing text from the time of Jesus or his immediate followers.

	c.150 C.E.
	Marcion, a follower of an anti-Jewish Christian sect proposes a New Testament collection of writings that includes only some of Paul’s letters and an edited version of the Gospel of Luke

	185
	Bishop Irenaeus of Lyons writes five-volume Against Heresies demanding that Christians use only the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, with John preeminent among them. Only John, Irenaeus said, recognized Jesus’s true nature, which was God in human form. His ideas receive growing acceptance among elements of the hierarchy of the church.

	312
	Emperor Constantine sees cross before battle. Ends persecution of Christians. Recognizes only the largest and best-organized group of Christians (who happen to be followers of Irenaeus) as the “lawful and most holy catholic church”. As a result the church receives numerous economic and political privileges.

	318
	Arius, a clergyman from Alexandria, Egypt, is still teaching that Jesus was not divine in the same way as God

	324
	Constantinople founded as new Eastern Empire capital city

	325
	Constantine calls a meeting of Christian bishops at Nicaea. The council results in the Nicene Creed that said “Christ was of one being with God the Father”, the legitimization of the Doctrine of the Trinity. All heretics are ordered suppressed by the emperor.

	354
	Augustine born in Thagaste, North Africa

	367
	Athanasius draws up a list of the 27 officially respected books of the New Testament still in use today. All other texts are proscribed as heretical. The owners of the Nag Hammadi texts containing the Gnostic Gospels (discovered in 1945) probably bury them at this time. 

	382
	St. Jerome translates the Bible into Latin using Hebrew texts rather than the Greek Septuagint version that was in most use in the Christian world. His use of Hebrew was opposed by Augustine as driving a wedge between the Eastern & Western Christian worlds. Augustine also opposed Jerome’s “sense for sense” vs. “word for word” translation.

	397
	Augustine writes Confessions

	410
	Sack of Rome by Visigoths

	430
	Augustine dies during siege of Hippo by Vandals; had written 93 books that became central to Christian theological viewpoints

	476
	Last Roman Emperor in the West deposed

	12th Century
	Stephen Langton, Archbishop of Canturbury divides Bible into chapters.

	16th Century
	Robert Estius, printer, divides Bible into verses and adds explanatory headings and comments


