DIVERSITY Art/Music Assignment

In the course of this semester we will all be looking at the ways that artists and thinkers express ideas in their particular medium of work, whether words, paint on canvas, chisel on rock, brick on brick, or musical instruments. Each of you will get the opportunity to try your hand at doing the same thing. You will be required to “make an argument or point” about the theme of Diversity in Utah using your creative energy and express it in some medium of your choosing. The issues that diversity and difference raise are at the heart of much political discourse and are the motivation for much creative and artistic expression. This project addresses the problems of representing and celebrating diversity in Utah. The project can be about racial/ethnic diversity; biodiversity; cultural diversity; linguistic diversity; political diversity; philosophical/religious diversity; diversity of viewpoints; etc. Feel free to develop your own ideas. 

Examples of media you can use include (but are not limited to):
· a drawing or painting expressing an idea within the theme

· an animation

· a collage

· scale models of buildings or other forms of architecture or architectural devices (can be made from paper, wood, metal, etc.)
· a cartoon

· a poem

· a sculpture (made from any material)

· a maze that you have to navigate around the theme

· a chart or graph exploring the theme

· a booklet

· a PowerPoint project of at least 25 slides and incorporating multimedia (pictures, videos, music clips, etc.)

· a drama

· a dance

· a video

· a musical piece expressing the theme

· a CD collection of songs relating to the theme

· an essay on an artwork or music selection (see the “Photographic Essay Assignment”, “Art Essay Assignment” and “Music Essay Assignment” on the “Cultural Activities” portion of the website)

· a photographic exhibit exploring the theme
· a poster
· feel free to make other suggestions, just check with me first
The idea behind these projects is to allow you a chance to shape the material of the course to your way of thinking, rather than mine. I am purposely giving few instructions because this is a place where your imagination and ingenuity should come out. Check with me early to determine how you plan to do the project and what kind of assignment you will be turning in. For example if you are doing a PowerPoint project, or a CD, or photo exhibit, you’ll need to have CD burning capabilities on your computer or find a lab to do them for you (e.g. Kinko’s, etc.). Be sure to use all the weblink resources on our website.
THESE PROJECTS ARE DUE ON NOVEMBER 30TH. You will be expected to display them to the wider college community. Space will be provided and further details offered later. The project is worth 50pts (25%) toward your grade. 
Example

Holocaust Art Education Project: Students Celebrate Diversity at OKC Museum of Art

Students from eight schools gathered at the OKC Museum of Art to celebrate diversity through poetry and visual art.  These students, participants of the Respect Diversity Holocaust Art Education Project, first attended art [image: image1.jpg]


workshops in their own schools, led by Vicky Jackson.  Students learned about the art of Marc Chagall and other Holocaust survivors and the music and writings of people who endured the Holocaust.  In addition they learned about the rescuers, those who were willing to risk their own lives to help others, especially American Varian Fry.


The students learned many of the elements and principles of art, while each designed their own unique mandala pattern to add to a larger mandala:  a three-dimensional mixed media collage titled Rising in Unity.  The collage is a collaborative work designed by Vicky Jackson, Artist in Residence for this project.  “This piece visually represents unity.  The mandala is a perfect symbol since circles are universally perceived as symbolizing unity.”  Said Oklahoma Arts Council artist Vicky Jackson.

A circular form reminiscent of a star is the backdrop for the smaller mandalas encircling it.  Dozens of ribbons are attached, with messages of understanding and respect written on them as Haiku.  The many colors represent people of all cultures throughout the world, a symbol of respect for diversity.  Each mandala is unique.  Together, each mandala enhances the beauty of the whole.  This is quite a metaphor for unity, for peace.  The beauty of this art piece reminds us that out of the darkness there can be light.  That beauty is stronger than negativity.  


The most valuable lessons of the Holocaust are the importance of respect for diversity and tolerance, and the importance of standing up against intolerance.    The study of the Holocaust encourages examination of what it means to be a responsible citizen.  Through the study of the Holocaust, students can come to realize that silence and indifference to the suffering of others, or to the infringement of civil rights in any society, can perpetuate the problems.  The Holocaust was not an accident in history; it occurred because individuals, organizations, and governments made choices that not only legalized discrimination but also encouraged prejudice, hatred, and intolerance to exist and grow.


The Respect Diversity Holocaust Art Education Project was created to emphasize that one person can make a difference, and that everyone should try.  

After the assemblies came discussion.  And then, students explored diversity through poetry and visual arts.  

Rising in Unity was on display at the third annual Respect Diversity Symbol Exhibit at the Kirkpatrick Science and Air Space Museum at Omniplex in Oklahoma City.  The symbol is now on display at the Edmond Fine Arts Institute.


The Respect Diversity Holocaust Art Education project, sponsored by the Oklahoma Arts Council and the Oklahoma City Jewish Foundation, is a project of the Respect Diversity Foundation (RDF). 

The following are some of the students’ Haiku written on ribbons flowing from Rising in Unity.
Mandalahs
Lovely stars of hope

Rising high in unity

The essence of peace!

 

Color Me Human

We are all one race.

Black, white, red, tan, yellow, brown.

Color me human.

 

People
All people of the earth.
All uniquely created.

We are who we are.

 

Love

So many people.

Embrace our differences.

Love one another.

 

Togetherness

Lend a helping hand.

Imagine what we can do.

Let hope be with us.

 

Peace

Put aside your hate.

The world coming together.

A much better planet.

 

Neighborhoods

The more colorful.

The more beautiful they are.

Variety – the spice of life.

 
Remember!
From darkness to light.

Make this world a better place.

Learn from history.

 

Inside
Cocoons, like people.

You never know what’s inside.

Til they open up.

